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fl, when, as the least biassed of advisers, it really played much
the same r6le as that of the German chancellor at the Berlin congress half
a century later. But if Prussia was a less important factor in the eastern
crisis of the twenties than the author would have us believe, no one can
deny that her position between Russia and Austria, her old comrades of
the Holy Alliance, was very difficult, and that Count von Bernstorff,
though no Bismarck, merits more recognition for his skill than he either
claimed for himself or has received from his critics.

Dr. Binghoffer deserves praise for what has been, as he says,' a labour
of years.' His book is an interesting, if rather dull, contribution to the
literature of the Eastern question, and his collection of documents will be
found useful by historians. The book contains rather a formidable list
of errata, and in its perusal we have found several more, such as the
transposition of ersten and letzten in the first lines of the preface, and
fremdem iozfremden on p. 4. The place mentioned on p. 174 should be
Kustendji. W.

The War of Greek Independence: 1821-1888. By W. ALISON
PHILLIPS, M.A. (London: Smith, Elder, & Co. 1897.)

A CABEVUL examination of both the facts and the opinions expressed in
Mr. Phillips's pages leads one to the conclusion that the author has not
exposed himnpif to the charge of partisanship. Above all else, his book
is characterised by common sense, and he knows too much of human nature
to suppose that all ancient Greeks were heroes and sages, and that all
modern Greeks were cutthroats and savages. He makes due allowance
also for the obvious fact, which some critics overlook, that Christian
races for centuries under the rule of the Turk cannot be blamed for sharing
on their emancipation some of the vices of slaves. The difference between
the Montenegrins, who have never bowed the neck to the Turk, and their
fellow Serbs of Servia sufficiently illustrates this point. It is interesting
to observe that Mr. Phillips inclines, against Fallmerayer, to the belief in
the continuity of the Greek race. It has always seemed incredible to* me
that any one who has observed the modern Athenians, both physically and
mentally, could doubt their right to be regarded as the descendants of the
average Athenians, whom Aristophanes satirised and Thucydides and St.
Paul described, due allowance being made for the vicissitudes of the people
during the centuries that have elapsed since those days. And Mr. StUlman,
who has had more practical experience of the modern Greeks than almost
any contemporary writer, has pointed out in an essay that the Homeric
Odysseus ' of many wiles' is a common type among the islanders of
our own time. Mr. Phillips bases his narrative on such recognised
authorities as Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, Prokesch-Oaten, Gordon, and
Finlay (but why not on Mr. Tozer's edition of the last historian ?) A
much less trustworthy guide is M. Lemaitre, whose book is avowedly an
attempt to blacken the oriental Christians, and, in Mr. Phillips's
own words, 'can only sometimes be taken seriously.' It is only fair to
add that the author uses it with considerable reserve. Following
these lines, he rapidly describes the principal events of the war down to the
arrival of King Otho in Greece, giving character sketches of important
persons, such as Miaoulis, whose disinterestedness he justly praises;
Kolettes, whom he regards as a combination of eastern cunning and
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western statesmanship; Alexander Mavrocordatos, with ' his spectacles
and his plump little figure;' Odysseus, ' Homeric in his personality as
in his name ; ' and Capodistrias, whose failure he attributes, like that of
Metternich, to lack of sentiment. In his account of the diplomatic
negotiations he brings out very clearly the great central fact of Russian
policy in the Near East, viz. the reluctance of the Tsars ' to see any really
powerful state established on the ruins of the Ottoman empire.' Similarly
one cannot help agreeing that the true policy for Great Britain after
Navarino would have been to follow ap the blow. Moreover, had
Falmerston's unofficial scheme for including Crete with Greece been carried
out, the late war might have been avoided. But the mistakes of diplomacy
in the Eastern question, as shown in the Danubian principalities, in the
attempted separation of Bulgaria and Eastern Boumelia, and in Greece,
have not only caused many difficulties, but have, so far as Great Britain
is concerned, retarded the formation of strong Balkan states, which, as
history shows, would be more independent of Russian influence the stronger
they were. Some of these valuable lessons may be learned from this
book, the conclusion of which is that, even after the late war,' the future
of the East lies not with the Turks' but with the Christians of the Balkan
peninsula. W.

Essai (Time Notice Bibliographique sur la Question d'Oricnt. Orient
Europien, 1821-97. Par GEOBGES BENGESCO, ministre ptenipo-
tentiaire de Boumanie a Bruxelles. (Bruxelles: Lacomblez. 1897.)

M. GEOBGES BENGESCO, who is well known for his work on the biblio-
graphy of Voltaire and on the history of Rouinania, has famished in the
volume before us a valuable guide for students of the Eastern question
from the first Greek insurrection of 1821 to the present day. He restricts
himself as a rule to books published in France and Belgium ; but within
these limits he traverses a field of wide interest—the liberation of Greece,
the question of the Danubian principalities, the Crimean war, the treaty
of Paris, the affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Serbo-Turkish war,
quickly succeeded by the Russo-Boumano-Turkish war of 1877-78, the
treaty of Berlin, the constitution of the Bulgarian principality, the pro-
posed autonomy of Crete. M. Bengesco has left out of view the African
and Asiatic sides of the Eastern question, except that he includes, first, the
rivalry of Mabmud and Mehemet Ah', with the numerous discussions
raised in the law courts and in the press by the quadruple alliance ; and
secondly, the affairs of Armenia, which have so painfully excited the civilised
world in recent years. The book contains also notices of some literature
concerning Poland, the question of nationalities in Hungary, Pan-
slavism, and the Franco-Russian alliance. The titles are arranged
chronologically, and there is an excellent index of names.

EUGENB HUBEBT.

Cambridge described and illustrated: being a Short History of the Town
and University. By THOMAS DINHAM ATKINSON ; with an Introduc-
tion by JOHN WILLIS CLABK, M.A., F.S. A., Registrary of the University.
(London: Macmillan & Co. Cambridge : M'afltnWftn & Bowes. 1897.)

THIS handsome and attractive volume will be gladly welcomed by visitors
to Cambridge who desire to have ready to hand a well-condensed authori-
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